
 
Native American Indiana Affairs Commission 

Wednesday, September 19, 2007 (1:00 pm) 
Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians & Western Art 

Canal Level Board Room 
500 West Washington Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
 
 
 

I. Call to Order and Noting of Quorum 
A. Commission members present: Brian Buchanan, Terry Stuff, Brian 
Fahey, Steve Hall, Mike Barnhart, Ray Gonyea, Rick Jones, Reggie 
Petoskey, Dark Rain Thom, Jackie Cissell, Linda Madagame, Joe 
Baker, Representative Micon, and John Quick. Spiritual Leader 
Clarence White was unable to attend. 
B. Terry Stuff - opening prayer 

 
II. Introduction of Commission  

 
 

III. Agenda Approval 
A. Motion to accept agenda  
B. Motioned carried 

 
IV. Minutes 

A. Motion to accept minutes 
  

B. Motion carried  
 

V. Announcements 
A. Next meeting November 7, 2007 

 

B. Town Hall Information  
1. Two more town halls before the end of the year 

2. September 29, 2007 – Information on the website 
 



 
C. Diabetes Walk-a-Thon 

1. October 7th – Indiana Historical Society 

D. IUPUI Education Conference – November 15-17 

E. Native American Proclamation Day – November 1 
1. Indiana State Fairgrounds – Booth – need volunteers 

F. General  
1. White House conference 
2. Faith Based Community Initiative - www.fbci.gov 
3. Ethic Expo in Columbus – Street Festival – Oct. 12-13 
4. Inclusion First – Garfield Park – Early September 

G. Introductions 
1. John Ruckleshaus DWD Dept. Commissioner 

 
VI. Organization of the Commission 

A. Commission seat openings 
1. One seat open – Governor’s office is aware and have a 

good list to work from 
B. Director Job Review 

1. Interviews took place 
2. Need to fill position quickly – we have administrative 
problems to over come – per Brian Fahey 

C. November 7, 2007 
1. Legislative Recommendations 

(a) State Recognition Process 

(b) License Plate 
Governor’s Intrastate Native American Council – Three delegates from Indiana have 
been appointed – Ray Gonyea, Reg Petosky, and Brian Buchanan. Ray Gonyea and Brian 
Fahey attended the conference at Lake Tahoe. They report that this is a grass-roots group 
that is not very political. They are a people-oriented group – See attached report. They 
were welcomed and given a pound of corn whose kernels are from the first crop grown 
from a stash buried along the Trail of Tears. The idea of becoming a resource bank fro 
medicines, tobacco, feathers and other items was discussed. Partnering with the zoo was 
also discussed.  
.  



 
VII. Committee Reports –  

A. Executive Committee 
1. No report 

B. Legislative Funding Committee 
1. Change name of committee to Legislative Research 
2. Basic proposal is the proceeds from the NA Trust Fund (from 
license plate sales) will go for the benefit of the commission 

C. Sachem Committee 
1. Ray Gonyea met with the museum people and looked at 
space for the exhibit 

D. DOC Spirituality Committee Report 
1. Visits to Wabash Valley and other facilities were made with 
Dr. Hall 

a. Lots of letters received along with a poem by Marvin 
Watkins III called “You can make a Difference” 

2. A feather was gifted to the commission from a spiritual leader of a 
circle 
3. Reggie Petoskey, Brian Buchanan, Steve Hall and Johnnie Flynn 
are visiting New Castle 

  
E. Directory Committee Report 

1. Current Draft – 16 pages, 64 entries. Need to integrate with 
two additional data bases 

 
F. State Recognition Committee 

1. Met at Columbia Club – outcome good – no report 
 

G. Housing Assistance Committee 
1. No Report 
2. Met with Steve Smith the director of the Office on Aging 

 
H. Health Assistance Committee 

1.   Joe Baker from the Dept. of Health has been very 
supportive – See attached report 
2. Native Health Center – Looking for Funding 
 

I. Education Assistance Committee 
1.   Linda Madagame reported that NAs under reported 
2. Survey – other ideas to promote reporting 
 

 J.    NAGPRA Committee – Findings Log 
 1. No Report 
 2. Rick Jones – restructuring the computer system- Accidental 

Discovery file - it will have two points of access – General 
Public and Authorized Personnel 



 
VIII. Future Topics 

A. Town Hall Meetings – Indianapolis in November – Linda 
Madogame and Lafayette – Terry Stuff 
B. New Document – PDF 
C. Reception for Legislators at Eitelgeorge 
D. PowWow – target for next year  

 
 
IX.   Public Comments 

A. Logo 
B. Selling memberships to tribe that isn’t really a tribe 

 
Adjournment 

 
 
 








